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Film: The Bezonians 
Director: Savvas D. Michael   
Stars: Vinnie Jones, Marina Sirtis, Lois Brabin-Platt, Andreas Karras 
Genre: Crime, Thriller  
Run time: 1hr 39min 
Rated: 18 
Rating: 3/5 
 

The Bezonians 

 
 
This a tale about a man called Plato who runs a Greek-Cypriot North London social 
club called the Bezonians who finds himself dangerously caught up with a femme 
fatale, Lola, when an evening’s poker game gets out of control.  
 
The film adopts the narrative speaker format so successfully used in gangster films 
like ‘Goodfellas’ and ‘Snatch’ but this story has the director’s own signature style of 
provocative storytelling, which this time specialises in some overtly racist, sexist and 
ableist discrimination. 
 
The director redresses the balance of some of the openly misogynistic views by 
empowering a female boss, Lola, in a leading role, albeit one where she sells 
counterfeit handbags and runs her own personal sadomasochistic business. She has 
a brief flirtation with Achilles the club’s most revered regular, the alpha gangster, 
who is psychopathically ice cool in all situations but turns into a love sick puppy in 
Lola’s presence. 
 
Set in North London we are introduced to the dodgy characters who frequent the 
seedy looking drinking den like Taz the young wild-eyed Irishman with a mohawk 
hairstyle and Mike Hagler the alleged Jamaican yardie drug dealer. The film’s major 
coup is getting ex-professional footballer turned Hollywood actor Vinnie Jones to 
play Willard Greb, the most heinous of gangland mercenaries, something he does 
with great ease with lines like, “I’ll see you Saturday”. 
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There is a strong Greek influence from the music to mythological stories with some 
unapologetic Greek educational lessons from Plato to his children, done with a North 
London twist and Plato’s wife also continues the children’s Greek education by 
telling them the story of Orpheus and Eurydice but in a much less macho manner. 
 
There is plenty to enjoy in this London Greek gangster epic if you don’t mind being 
offended with its typically un-politically correct style. There are lots of different 
characters, lots of violence, some comedy skits, a standout wardrobe, stylised set 
design and music score but somehow the whole does not quite equal the sum of all 
its parts. 
 
Similar films: 
Snatch (2000); Dir: Guy Ritchie; Stars: Jason Statham, Brad Pitt 
Maverick (1994); Dir: Richard Donner; Stars: Mel Gibson, Jodie Foster 
Exercises: 
 
A. Questions True or False: 
1. The social club owner Plato falls in love with Lola? T/F? 
2. The film is a family friendly comedy? T/F? 
3. Lola is an independent woman who has her own business? T/F? 
4. Willard Greb is a vicious gangster? T/F 
5. Plato and his wife try to educate their children about being from Greece? T/F 
6. The film tries to be morally and ethically good? T/F? 
 
B. Vocabulary / Phrases Match

1. femme fatale 
2. signature style 
3. discrimination 
4. revered 
5. love sick 
6. seedy 
7. coup 
8. heinous 
9. twist 
10. un-politically correct 

 

a. to overly love someone 
b. treat differently 
c. turn of events 
d. dangerous woman 
e. not right opinions 
f. respected 
g. unique methodology 
h. disreputable 
i. a successful move 
j. very wicked 

C. Discussion Questions:  
1. What can you see in the picture? 
2. Do you belong to any social clubs? 
3. Have you ever been discriminated against? 
4. Do you know any dodgy characters in your town? 
5. What would you teach your children about the country they are from? 
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D. Pronunciation & Listening Exercise: 
a. Listen & practise your pronunciation (see webpage for download links).  
 

1. This story has the director’s own signature style of provocative storytelling 
2. The director redresses the balance of some of the openly sexist views  
3. There is a strong Greek influence from the music to mythological stories 

 
b. Listen to the text and fill the missing gaps (see text below). 
(see webpage for download links) 
 
E. Writing tasks: 

1. Write an essay about what you think children should learn about your country 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers: 
A. True or False Questions: 
1. F 2. F 3. T 4. T 5. T 6. F 
 
B. Vocabulary Definitions: 
1d, 2g, 3b, 4f, 5a, 6h, 7i, 8j, 9c, 10e 
 
C. Listening Gap Fill 
1. dangerously 2. storytelling 3. flirtation 4. footballer 5. Characters 
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Listening Gap Fill 
The Bezonians 

This a tale about a man called Plato who runs a Greek-Cypriot North London social 
club called the Bezonians who finds himself 1.___________ caught up with a femme 
fatale, Lola, when an evening’s poker game gets out of control.  
 
The film adopts the narrative speaker format so successfully used in gangster films 
like ‘Goodfellas’ and ‘Snatch’ but this story has the director’s own signature style of 
provocative 2.__________, which this time specialises in some overtly racist, 
misogynistic and ableist discrimination. 
 
The director redresses the balance of some of the openly sexist and misogynistic 
views by empowering a female boss, Lola, in a leading role, albeit one where she 
sells counterfeit handbags and runs her own personal sadomasochistic business. 
She has a brief 3.__________ with Achilles the club’s most revered regular, the 
alpha gangster, who is psychopathically ice cool in all situations but turns into a love 
sick puppy in Lola’s presence. 
 
Set in North London we are introduced to the dodgy characters who frequent the 
seedy looking drinking den like Taz the young wild-eyed Irishman with a mohawk 
hairstyle and Mike Hagler the alleged Jamaican yardie drug dealer. The film’s major 
coup is getting ex-professional 4.___________ turned Hollywood actor Vinnie Jones 
to play Willard Greb, the most heinous of gangland mercenaries, something he does 
with great ease with lines like, “I’ll see you Saturday”. 
 
There is a strong Greek influence from the music to mythological stories with some 
unapologetic Greek educational lessons from Plato to his children, done with a North 
London twist and Plato’s wife also continues the children’s Greek education by telling 
them the story of Orpheus and Eurydice but in a much less macho manner, 
thankfully. 
 
There are plenty of bits to enjoy in this London Greek gangster epic if you don’t mind 
being offended with its typically un-politically correct style. There are lots of different 
5.__________, lots of violence, some comedy skits, a standout wardrobe, stylised 
set design and music score but somehow the whole does not quite equal the sum of 
all its parts. 
 
 
 


